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This mark is by no means infallible. Patriotism is not
necessarily included in rebellion. A man may hate his
king, yet not love his country. He that has been refused
a reasonable, or unreasonable request, who thinks his merit
underrated, and sees his influence declining, begins soon
to talk of natural equality, the absurdity of " many made
for one," the original compact, the foundation of authority,
and the majesty of the people. As his political melancholy
increases, he tells, and, perhaps, dreams, of the advances
of the prerogative, and the dangers of arbitrary power;
yet his design, in all his declamation, is not to benefit his
country, but to gratify his malice.

These, however, are the most honest of the opponents
of government; their patriotism is a species of disease;
and they feel some part of what they express. But the
greater, far the greater number of those who rave and
rail, and inquire and accuse, neither suspect nor fear,
nor care' for the publick; but hope to force their way
to riches, by virulence and invective, and.are vehement
and clamorous, only that they may be sooner hired to be
silent.

A man sometimes starts up a patriot, only by dissemi-
nating discontent, and propagating reports of secret in-
Science, of dangerous counsels, of violated rights, and en-
croaching usurpation.

This practice is no certain note of patriotism. To in-
stigate the populace with rage beyond the provocation,
is to suspend publick happiness, if not to destroy it. He
is no lover of his country, that unnecessarily disturbs its
peace. Few errours and few faults of government, can
justify an appeal to the rabble; who ought not to judge
of what they cannot understand, and whose opinions are
not propagated by reason, but caught by contagion.

The fallaciousness of this note of patriotism is parti-
cularly apparent, when the clamour continues after the
evil is past. They who are still filling our ears with Mr.
Wilkes, and the freeholders of Middlesex, lament a griev-
ance that is now at an end. Mr. Wilkes may be chosen,